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The Sri Lankan constitution does not cite a state religion. Nonetheless,
rather ambiguously, Article 9 states that, "The Republic of Sri Lanka shall
give to Buddhism the foremost place, and accordingly, it shall be the duty
of the State to protect and foster the Buddha Sasana".Nonetheless, in the
famous judgment on Noise pollution, the Supreme Court held that Sri
Lanka is a secular state:

“It has to be firmly borne in mind that Sri Lanka is a secular State. In terms
of Article 3 of the Constitution, Sovereignty is in the People at common
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devoid of any divisions based on perceptions of race, religion, language
and the like. Especially in the area of preserving the environment and the
protection of public health, being of immediate concern in this case, there
could be no exceptions to accommodate perceived religious propensities of
one group or another. No religion advocates a practice that would cause
harm to another or worse still as would cause pollution of the environment,
a health hazard or a public nuisance being an annoyance to the public.”
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Scholars, such as Jacques Berlinerblau of the Program for Jewish
Civilization at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University, have argued that the separation of church and

state is but one possible strategy to be deployed by secular governments.
What all secular governments, from the democratic to the authoritarian,
share is a concern about the relationship between the church and the state.
Each secular government may find its own unique policy prescriptions for
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dealing with that concern (separation being one of those possible policies;
French models, in which the state carefully monitors and regulates the
church, being another).
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(The Political Quarterly, Vol. 81, No. 1, January—March 2010
DOI: 10.1111/j.1467-923X.2010.02075.x)
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